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FELLOW-CITTZENS, | 


"Tax Poſt Office is fo Annes dbancly A on 
the Government, that any anonymous production 
iſlſuing from thence, muſt be looked on as coming 
from the Adminiſtration itſelf; in this light I have 
viewed the anonymous paper which has been ſo in- 
I duſtriouſly diſtributed through the Poſt Offices of 


the North, avowedly to deprive” me of whatever 


ſhare of your confidence I might have gained, and 
in this Tight I have given it an anſwer. Had ] treat- 


its coming from an Adminiſtration which had ſo de- 


who valued the Viberties: of his Country, would 
have inſured me from ſuffering, in your eſtimation, 
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from the falſehood and calumny with which it 


abounds; ; but my reſpect for thoſe invaluable Cen- 
: 5 ſors, the Preſs and the Public Opinion, the conſei- 
QF. \ 2 tategrty of iy own heart, and the moſt per- 


Prompt me 0 eise any 5 66cafion which affords all 


= aſperfions 'of an Adminiſtration, whoſe heavieſt 
x „ Eharge, , in their wretched production, is, that at 
4 . 27 time of my life I had been the advocate of them 


ed it with filent contempt, I ſhould have hoped that 


ſervedly forfeited the confidence of every Iriſhman, ; 


1 . of vindicating it or myſelf, from the 
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or their meaſures. As the whole of the work is 
one cgntinued tiſſue of miſrepreſentation and falſe- 
hood, a plain recital of facts, will be the beſt means 
of giving it a full refutation. After the queſtion of 
Regency, that memorable diſplay of the infamy and 
principles of the factions of Ireland, ſome of the 
moſt confiderable of them were forced into Iriſh 
Parliamentary patriotiſm, by being ſtript of the 
wages of their proſtitution; I accepted a feat from 
wy Uncle, Lord. Longueville, in the chimerical 
hope, that this craſh between the faQions and the. 
Government, might be improved to the advantage 
of Ireland; but experience ſoon convinced me, that 
nothing ſhort of the eſtabliſhment of a NATIONAL 
Goveznnnenz, A. TOTAL ANNIHILATION OF 
THE FacrioNs, AND THEIR USURPATIONS,. and 
an entire abolition of Religious Diſtinctions, could 
reſtore to my country thoſe Rights, and that Liberty, 
which had been ſo long a ſubject of traffic, under a 
regularly organized ſyſtem of treaſon; and acting 
up to this conviction, from the day I. accepted the 
ſeat from Lord Longueville, to the day I reſigned 
it, I earneſtly intreated him to declare for a Reform 
of Parliament, and for the freedom of my Catholic 
countrymen. The thanks which were given me by 
the Delegates of the Catholics of Ireland, for my 
defence of them and their cauſe, ſo early as 1791, 
and the vote which I gave for their total emancipa- 
tion, againſt Lord Longueville and the Govern- 
ment, in the beginning of 1793, give the lie to the 
aſſertion of Adminiſtration, that I was not the ad- 
vocate of Catholic Freedom until my having ſpoke. 
on that ſubject in 1795; and fo wholly is it un- 


ä 


Founded in truth, that I have exerted myſelf in de- 
ſence of the liberties of my country, becauſe the 
Government refuſed me a Commiſſioner's place, that 
altho' Lord Longueville repeatedly preſſed me to 
let him procure me a Commiſſioner's place, I as 
often refuſed it ; aſſuring him that it was contrary to 
my principles, to accept the money of my impover- 


iſhed countrymen, for the deteſtable treaſon of be- 


traying their Rights, their Induſtry, their Manu- 
factures and Commerce: that for the bribe of a 


Britiſh Pander, I ſhould baſely contribute to aggran- 


dize „is country, at the expence of every thing dear 
to my own; whilſt ſo far from bartering my princi- 
ples, to better my fortune, that tho' Lord Longue- 
ville preſſed me to accept. large ſums of his own 
money, I declined them ;—and it is notorious he 
has, fince diſinherited me for the open avowal of 


my political ſentiments on the Catholic Queſtion: 


Being forced, 1n my own vindication, to ſpeak of 
myſelf, I Will leave you, my fellow. citizens, to 
judge of an Adminiſtration, that, by falſehood and 
calumny, have attempted to widen a breach between 
me and connections that were but too widely ex- 


tended before; yet whilſt they have given me an 


opportunity of proving to you, that no conſiderati- 


on could induce me to abandon my principles, they 
- ſhall never ſucceed in making me utter one unkind 

expreſſion of a man, whoſe wiſhes to promote me in 
life, have left a grateful remembrance their malice 


ſhall vever efface. Abandoned Adminiſtration ! | 
who have trampled on the liberties of my country, 
do you preſume to accuſe me of diſſuading my coun- 
trymen from arming to oppoſe an invaſion, which | 
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your's and your accomplice's crimes have provoked ? 
Is it that the unalienable rights of free-born men 
to make their laws by delegates of their choice, 
ſhould be bartered and fold by uſurpers and traitors, 
that I ſhould perfuade them to arm? Is it that our 
markets, our manufactures and commerce, ſhould 
be fold to that nation which appornts our Govern- 
ment, and diſtributes our patronage, that I ſhould 
perſuade them to arm? Is it to ſupport the Gun- 
powder Bill, which deprives them of arms, or the 
Convention Bill, which arms at perpetuating the uſur- 
pation of rights, by proſeribing the only obvious 
and orderly means to regain them, that I ſhould 
perfuade them to arm? Is it to ſupport the fuſpen- 
fion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, which has deſtroyed 
the bulwark of liberty by withholding the Trial by 
Jury, that I ſhould perſuade them to arm? Is it to 
_ rivet the bolts, or to guard the dungeons of their 
fellow- citizens, who, torn ſrom their homes and their 
families by Adminiftration, vainly demand that trial 
by jury, which by proving their i innocence muſt 
eftablifſh 776 guilt, that I ſhould perſuade them to 
arm? Is it that a vile Pander of national honour 
and legiſlative duty ſhould be inveſted with uncon- 
trouled power over the opinions and perſons of an 
injured, a gallant and generous people, that I ſhould 
perſuade them to arm? or to crown all, is it under 
the auſpices of the indemnified Carham pton, I ſhould 
perſuade them to arm ? Go, Impotents, ts the Ca- 
tholies, whoſe elevated hopes. of all glorious free- 
dom, you have been appointed to tauntivgly blaſt, 
and. if they ſhould charge you with the crimes of 
your miſſion, although you cannot plead the having 


5 
raiſed them to equal rights with their fellow- citizens, 
you can at leaſt boaſt that you have levelled thoſe 


rights to the ſtandard of  Catholie' thraldoin 2 
Hence, then, contemptible Adminiſtration, frobr 


thoſe you have inſulted and: levelled, to thoſe you 


have raiſed ! go to the monopoliſts of the repteſen- 
tation.of Ireland, and aſk them to arm; go to thoſe 
whom the continuance of the ſyſtem of corruption 
enables to live in affluence at the expence of that 
poverty and miſery their treaſon has cauſed, and aſk 
them to arm; go to thoſe huſſars of fees and exat- 
tions in the revenue, whoſe regular pay bears no 


proportion to their pillage and plunder, and com- 


mand them to arm; go to attorneys and lawyers, 


who live by vile, chicane aud fraud, under a 


ſyſtem of complexity, fineſſe and fiction, at the ex- 
pence and ruin of thoſe who are forced to employ 


them, and tell, them they ought to arm; go to 


thoſe ſwarms of petty tyrants, perjured grand- 
Jury jobbers, army contractors, tythe proctors and 
land ſharks, and tell them how neceſſary it is for 
them to be armed; go to the e/tabliſhed clergy, who 
pocket thoſe monſtrous funds for Inſtrud ing uine- 
tenths of the nation, which ſhould provide decent 
eſtabliſhments for three ſuch countries as Ireland, 
and tell them to preach to the nine-tenths who-#re 
excluded from this glorious half of the conſtituti6h, 
to arm in its defence; or aſk them to blow the ex- 
piring embers of religious diſſention, and I will leave 
it to the inhabitants of Armagh, at length recovering 
from deluſion, to judge of their zeal in this ehriſtian- 
like duty. Theſe factions, Adminiſtration ! are 
your natural allies; theſe are your ſtrength ; on 
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theſe you may reckon ; and although as devoted to 
| ſyſtems which ſhould be aboliſhed; as apoſtates to 

national rights and national honour, they count but 
too high, thank Heaven they are as inſignificant in 
numbers as in ſtrength to thoſe that are ſound: Al- 
though the old Volunteers have been diſcouraged, 
becauſe they boldly threw off the open avowed do- 
minion of Britain, and that theſe Yeomen corps have 
been raiſed to ſupport the concealed deadly influ- 
_ ence ſhe has gained by corruption and treaſon; al- 
though the old Volunteers have been rejected, be- 
cauſe they extended the rights and liberties of their 
country, and that theſe corps have been ſet up to 
ſupport laws ſubverſive of both; yet when the ſyſ- 
tematic ſcheme of the Britiſh miniſter, and of thote | 
vermin that have neſtled about the throne, to frame 
ſome new modelled deſpotiſm on the ruins of free- 
dom, by the erecting of barracks, thoſe bills that | 
have been paſſed year after year, the late contempt 
of that only privilege of the Commons which was 
left them, the granting of money, ard the correſ- 
pondent conduct of their creatures in this country, 
ſhall have been developed to that degree which 
would make reſiſtance an indiſpenſable duty, from 
my ſoul I believe that they would find themfelves 
_ widely miſtaken in the ſupport they will meet from 
many of theſe corps they have raiſed. Are the peo- 
ple of Ireland ſo weak as to convert a threatened in- 
vaſion from France into an expiation of the injuſtice, 
the crimes and oppreſſion by which the temptation 
to make it was cauſed? or ſhall an invaſion from 
France act like magic in changing the preſent ardent 
affection of the people of Ireland for liberty, into 


TT 


| pu unbounded diſplay of loyalty to a ſyſtem: of èor- 
ruption and treaſon, -by which the moſt happily giſt- 
ed nation on earth has been made to contain” more. 
miſery-than any country in the creation? Away with 
deluſion! Are the people of Ireland ure that the fac- 
tions and Adminiftration, who ſo earneſtly preſs theny 
to ariſeto repel the invaſion of France, are notinvaders 
themſelves? Are we ſure that their maſter and maker, 
the Miniſter of Britain, -has not inveſted them with 
enormous funds of corruption to which our wreteb⸗ 
edneſs has been made to contribute! Are we ſure that 
theſe funds have not been diſtributed amongſt trai- 
tors, in the heart of our iſland, for betrayiug the in- | 
| duſtry, manufactures and commerce of the people of 
Ireland, to aggrandize thoſe of Great Britain? Nay, 
are we not certain that every market in Great Bri- 
tain is ſhut againſt every ſpecies of Iriſh. induſtry, 
with the ſolitary exception of linen, whilſt every 
manufacture of England has free acceſs to every 
market in Ireland, without any exception what- 
ever? With theſe facts in our view, what Iriſhman 
can doubt that to ſupport the worſt of invaſions—the 
invaſionof rights and ef commerce; 15,000 Engliſhand 
Scotch have not been ſent to invade us already? or 
can we be certain that the ſhambles of Germany have 
not been reſorted to, to invade us with more? Com- 
| Pare the few troops they left us in the war againſt 
American freedom, when they had all Europe their 
foe, with the numbers they have ſent us this war 
againſt the freedom of France, when they had all 


Europe their ally ;—compare the weakneſs: of Ire- 


land, divided by religious diſſention, when troops ' 
were fo few, with that ſtrength which UNION has 


nage inveigh againſt French fraternity, as 
Ireland exhibits ſo melancholy a W of 


1 


given, when troops are ſo. many; we cannot but fee 
with whom they ſeek to contend. - Could French 
invaders do worſe than eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of pillage - 


and treaſon within, that they may pillage and plun- 


der without? Could they do worſe chan reject laws 
an unanimous: people had ſought, or than paſs thoſe 
they deteſted ?—Could they, do worſe than commit 
the perſonal liberty of the people of Ireland to two. 
men, without connection or intereſt in the country, 
without reſponſibility or controul? Could they do 
worſe than with-hold trials from Iriſn citizens caſt 
into dungeons, to the deſtruction of their health 
and the ruin of their property? Could they do worſe 
than eſtabliſh military Magiſtrates throughout the 
nation, and indemnify thoſe, whoſe unfeeling ſouls 


| Had torn hundreds of Iriſh citizens from every en- 


dearing connection in life, aſter depriving their ha- 
bitations of every privilege due to the reſidence of 
free · born men, eonſigned them to the flames, turns: 
ing their wives and their children to beggary and 
famine, exiled their huſbands to fight. againſt: that 
freedom of which they had xobbed them on an ele- 


ment they diſliked, and in a eauſe they abhored + 


or could any thing be more alarming to a people 
who valued their liberties, than the appointment of 
a man, that could require ſuch an indemnification-. 
to be commander in chief of the army? or, to cromn 
all, could any invaders do worſe, that with: powers 
to legiſlate for à limited time, under the form. of 
conſtuutional order, deſtroy the conſtitution iiſelf? 
In vain ſhall the accomplices of the author of car- 
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ternity they have adopted themſelves. I will naue. 
compare the fyſtems of fraternity in Eaſt or Weft 


Indies, adopted by England and France ; bat I will 
compare the alliance which England had formed with 
France, ſhe calls her natural enemy, with that ſhe 


diQates to Ireland, ſhe calls her brother and friend. 
In her alliance with France, ſhe gave what ſhe got, 
and reciprocity was the equitable baſis on which it 
was made; whilſt in her alliance with Ireland,” ſhe 


has taken all ſhe could have afked or demanded, 
and ſhe has given us EXCLUSION in grateful return. 


On this ſcale of Britiſh fraternity, let her hirelings 
boaſt of Britiſh conneRgion—On this ſcale of Britiſh 


fraternity, may my eountry no more be curſed with 


the friendſhip of Britain! Too long a tyrant, ſhe 


forgets her dominion has ceaſed—Too long her 


flaves, we muſt ſhew her we are reſolved to be TREE! 
Had ſhe ceaſed to maintain power by the accurſed 


means of fomenting religious difſention had ſhe 


ceaſed to ſupport factions, uſurpers and traitors ;— 


had ſhe abandoned the falſe illiberal notion, that ſhe _ 


gained more by our depreſſion than by our exalta- 
tion had ſhe treated us like brothers and friends, 
I may, with confidence affirm, a more affectionate ge- 


nerous ally, never exiſted, than ſne would have 


found Ireland to her. Bur if the exiſting fraternity, 
my fellow- citizens, be the bonds by which you wiſh 
a connection with Britain, I am not a Delegate fit. 
for your choice; for though I ſtood alone in the 
Commons of Ireland, I would move the repeal of 
every law which binds us to England, on thoſe, or 
on any fuch terms. I will neither be conquered by 
Evgland or France; nor are we any more bound to 


tw) 


a diſadvantageous alliance to one than we are to 
| the other; and before England, the factions of Ire. 
| land, and the Adminiſtration, I: ſpeak it, if it is 
more the true intereſt of Ireland to form an alliance 
with France than with England, ſhe is, free to adopt 
it. The jargon of ſtanding or falling with Britain 
l is falſe: in the days that are paſt, we have always 
j been Jdown—it is time we ſhould ſeek to be up; Rich 
in a population of 4, ooo, ooo of a healthy intelligent 
people rich in her fertile ſoil—rich in her har- 
bours and navigable rivers—rich in her favour- 
able poſition between the old and new worlds—rich 
in her inſular fituation, without uſurping dominion 
over any people upon carth—what- intereſt, what 
cauſe, what pretext can the Adminiſtration of Ire- 
land aſſign for-the blood and the wealth they have 
laviſhed, in a war commenced in deſpotiſm, con- 
duced in ignorance, and ending only by ruin? 
With 800,000 gallant Citizens, able to arm, is it 
that the Engliſh and Scotch have more to fight for in 
Ireland than the Iriſh themſelves, that we cannot be 
truſted with ſelf-defence ? when, in the unanointed 
Republics of Swiſs, they can defy the. invaſion. of 
Germany, of France and Sardinia, thoſe warlike. 
and powerful nations by which-they are bounded, 
by that law which obiges every. Citizen from 18 to 
60 years old, to be provided with arms, why cannot 
Ireland defy the whole world. by a like oÞ/igation ?. 
Why has the Gun- powder Act, which diſarms our 
people, been paſſed? The anſwer is too plain forinfa- 
tuation to miſtake it. Happy for Ireland if the prime 
mover of miſchief had borrowed the councils of that 1 
great and intuitive mind, Englandis ruined by having 
regleted—Happy could he and his minions. be 
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taught, in the language and wiſdom of Fox; that 
there is more ſtrength to be gained by gaming 
the confidence of the people :of Treland, than iu 
40, ooo of the beſt, forces of Europe. Let them 
give up corruption, and they may ſafely diſband 
the troops it has furniſhed;—let them ceaſe to 
narrow the limits of freedom, as the expanſion of 
intellect demands that they ſhould be extended; 
let them reſt aſſured, that a fyſtem which cannot be 
ſupported without ſpies and informers, muſt ſoon 
be abandoned; inſtead of buying, of bribing, or of 
. perſecuting the PRESS, let them ftrip falſehood of 
the advantages ſhe gains by concealment and miſre- 


preſentation, and give to truth that light and pub- 


licity with which ſhe muſt ever prevail; let them 
recall thoſe baſe orders throughout the Poſt Offices, 


for violating the ſecrets of friendſhip, and betray- 


ing the credit of commerce ; let them bpen the 
dungeons, by repealing thoſe laws by which they 


are crowded - let them aboliſh what the Chief Ma- 


giſtrate's Deputy calls the mildneſ of Government, 


and give us an adequate repreſentation for the baſis 


of liberty, and I will ſtake my life on it, ns. nation 
. ſpall ever invade us! But, alas! my fellow- citizens, 


I lament that the ſame infatuation, uſurpation and 


ſolly, which have been ſo much the order of the 
day, will ſtill prevent thoſe equitable terms from 


being conceded: But mark me, the whole Iriſh | 
fabric is ſupported by that of Great Britain, whoſe 


| progreſs i in ruin can only be equalled by her infatua- 
tion. If the principles of the French Revolution 
are as wicked, as deſtructive, and as diabolical as 


the Miniſter has repreſented them, why was it ne- 
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eeſſaty to involve the people of England in the hor- 
rors and ruin of war, that they may not be perſuadad 
to adopt them? Is it that the extreme of vice is fo 
ſeducing, that the moſt violent of remedy only could 
prevent a wiſe people from ruſhing to meet it? And 
although the Miniſter has aſſigned, day after day, 
different objects for having involved them; and that 
every aſſertion on which he has founded his argu- 
ments of the day, have been belied by the facts of 
the morrow. Still they have been deaf to the coun- 
cils of his glorious opponent, which, as long as tra- 
dition continues, muſt ever remain a wonderful in- 


| ſtance of the efforts of genius and patriotiſm, to 


reſcue a beſotted and miſguided people from ruin : 
but the privileged and the rich, yielding to fear and 
corruption, have deſerted this champion of liberty, 
to proſtrate themſelves at the feet of that Miniſter 
it was once their province to control; placing terror 
iQ the ſeat of reaſon, and ſacrificing every ſpecies of 
induſtry to the manufacture of ſoldiers, they bave 
looked to the bayonet of the mercenary for their 
| ouly ſal vation. Preſumptuous deluſion ! Do they 
imagine they can force back the current of public 
opinion? Is it by that corruption, whoſe neceſſi- 
ties muſt increaſe by geometrical meaſure, whilſt its 
means muſt decreaſe in the ſame rapid proportion ? 
Is it by a carnage which would exhauſt the creation? 
Is it by oaths wrung from oppreſſion? know they 
not that the firſt oath of allegiance is from the King 
to the Laws, the Conftitution and the People ; and that 
if ſwearing witliout confideration, was binding, Char- 
les could never have ſuffered, James have been ex- 
cluded, nor a Bruuſwick wy ſat on the throne! 


9 
We know that king, Lords and Commonse xiſt but 
by the people's permiſſion; ; if uſeful, their titles 
can never be queſtioned—if not, they can never 
be bolſtered by f wearing. Vain efforts, to change 
the current of the human mind, like the noiſy 
winds, which to the ſhallow fight, give a ſeeming 
current to the troubled face, whilſt with ponderous 
weight great ocean moves the tide, with ſlow ma- 
; jeſtic Pace to its predeſtined limits. Pn 
Altho' it were in nature to reſcue Britain from 
_ impending deſtruction, it is not in nature that Ire- 
land can be longer held by the diſgraceful and ruin- 

ous vaſſalage by which ſhe is bound. Much has 

been faid of the loyalty of the South, contraſted 
with that of the North ; if they mean loyalty to that 
ſyſtem of Government which this Adminiſtration 
have adopted—to the conneQion with England on 
the preſent conditions—to'the actual ſtate of repres 
ſeutation to the proſtituted ſale of the right to le- 
giſlate in one houſe, by the fill more proſtituted ſale 
of the right to legiſlate in the other to the jobbing 
and perjury of Grand Juries—to tythes, tythe-proc- 
tors and land-pirates—to the annual exportation of 
two millions worth of the produce of Ireland, to 
pay Abſentees, without any return—to the immode- 
rate high rents and the low rate of wages—or to the 
enormous expence by which theſe corruptions are 
mov'd and maintained; I will anſwer for it, that 
the people of Leinſter, of Munſter and Connaaght, 
are as ſenſible of the miſery and poverty theſe griev- 
ances have cauſed, and that they will go as far as 
the people of Ulſter to get them redreſſed. I know © 
the means which have been uſed to perfuade the 
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Catholics ! in the — that the perſecutions of the 


Catholics in the North, which have been ſo diabo- 


licaly. fomented- and protected i in Armagh, were the 
acis of the Preſbyterians of the North; but I ſtake 
whatever credit I poſſeſs with my Catholic and Preſ- 
byterian countrymen, on the aſſurance I give to the 
Freſbyterians, that the Catholics of the South ha ve 
buried in eternal oblivion all religious diſtinétion; 
and in the aſſurance: I give to the Catholics that the 
crimes with which their Preſbyterian countrymen 
ſand charged, and for which ſo many are dungeon- 
cd at this inſtant, is Heir zeal for the Union of Iriſh- 
men among ft one another without diſtinion of ect or 
religion; it is the eſſence of Chriſtianity, it is the 
eſſence of all morality, and cannot by human laws 
be aboliſhed. Truſt me, my ſellow- citizens, that 


as the Miniſter of England perceives the dying con- 
| vulſions of a country, on the deſtruction of whoſe 


liberty he has ſo long ſupported his power, he will 
be obliged to change his ſyſtem in Ireland of tyran- 
ry and force, into conceſfion and conciliation ; you 
will then ſce his minions exchanging the ſaucy llip- 

pancy with which they now inſult and traduce you, 
into humiliation and meanneſs, with which they 
will endeavour to ſoothe you; the inſolence of the 


coward, the ſport of the drol, and the petulance of 


the puppy, will ſoon evaporate into the inſignifi- 
cance from whence they bave riſen ; but let no 
wietched palliative induce you to ally your cauſe 
with corruption ; let nothing ſhort of a perfect Re- 
preſentation ſatisfy you. With this admonition I. 
leave vou; but that I may not be ſuſpedted of ſeek- 
rug your confidence by any other meaus than the 
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fulleſt diſcloſure of my political ſentiments, I pro- 
mife you, as ſoon as time will permit, that I will lay 
before you the beſt account of the ſtate of our coun- 
try my poor abilities will allow me to furniſh. The 
beſt aſſurance I can give of my fidelity to you and 
your cauſe, is, that I believe in a better order of 
things; that thoſe who violate the property and 
rights of others, will forfeit their own ;- whilſt thoſe 
who reſpect the rights and property of others, will 
be certain to have their's reſpeRed in turn. With 
theſe ſentiments, knowing that you had wiſely de- 
termined never to interfere any more in elections, 
under the ſyſtem of corruption and undue influence, 
have offered my ſervices to uſe every means in my 
power to effect its deſtruction, and finding that from 
the monopoly of one ariſtocratic faction or other, 
yours was the only place of popular election I could 
hope to ſucccegd 1 1 | 

Think it not preſumptuous, my countrymen, that 
one who loves liberty, ſhould ſeek her in the only 
aſſylum ſhe has left ;—think it not preſumptuous, 
my fellow-citizens, that one who will never out- live 
the threatened liberties of his country, ſhould ſeek 
an advanced poſt where he may triumph in her cauſe, 
or fall in her defence. In contempt of calumny, 
UNITED With you in brotherly love and affection, 
and in the glorious cauſe of Reform, I will ever re- 
main your faithful friend and fellow- citizen, 


| | ARTHUR O'CONNOR. 
Belſa . 20, 1797. 
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